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there be seven festal-offerings]. If that [argument given at B] is the 
case, then one should deduct the Sabbath and that would leave six. 


“If [furthermore] the first and the final festival days both should 
coincide with the Sabbath, you have to deduct two festival days, and 
the requirement will be only six!” 


R. Hananiah, Judah bar Safra in the name of R. Hoshaiah: “‘You shall 
keep it as a feast to the Lord seven days in the year; [it is a statute for 
ever throughout your generations; you shall keep it in the seventh 
month?’ (Lev. 23:41). And are they seven days? [Are they not eight 
days? But this indicates that the Sabbath is excluded from the number 
of days, leaving seven [on which the festal-offering may be brought], 
for we already have learned that the festal-offering does not override 
[the prohibitions of] the Sabbath. 


“Why then does Scripture say, “You shall keep it as a feast [offer a 
festal-offering]’? But this indicates that the eighth day of the festival 
may serve to make up what has been omitted from the first day 
[onward, as M. 1:6A indicates].” 


Said R. Yohanan, “And so has it been taught: 


“The eighth day of the Tabernacles is a festival day on its own. [There 
is a casting of] lots [for that day] on its own [by the priests]; there is a 
blessing [‘who has kept us in life’] on its own, it is an occasion for an 
offering on its own.” 


“It is a festival day on its own.” 


For said R. Abun said in the name of R. Aha, “In regard to all [of the 
festivals], the language ‘and on the day’ is written. And in regard to the 
eighth day [of Tabernacles] likewise, ‘and on the day’ is written. This 
serves to teach you that it is regarded as a festival on its own. 


“There is a casting of lots [by the priests for that day].” 


R. Yosé said, “A Tannaite teaching has made the same point: On the 
eighth day they once again cast lots as at the other festivals [M. 
Suk. 5:6].” 


[G] [As to a] blessing: Said R. La, “[The blessing ‘who has kept us in 
life’ ] is said on any occasion on which there is an offering of a cow 
and a ram.” 


